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FOREWORDS. 

Op this book printed by Caxton in 1484 (no doubt), in his type 
No. 4*, Mr. Blades says, in his Biography and Typography of 
William Caxton^ 2nd edition, 1882, p. 297 : — 

" Caxton translated the Curial from the French * for a noble and 
virtuous Erie,' probably Lord Kivera, who was beheaded at Pomfret, 
on June 13th, 1483. 

"Alain Chartier, born in Normandy about 1386, earned for him- 
self the appellation of * excellent orateur, noble poete, et tr^s-renomm6 
rh^toricien.' He held the ofl&ce of * Secretaire de la Maison ' to both 
Charles VI and Charles VII. He died about 1457. The most 
complete editions of his works are those by Galiot du Pre, 16 mo, 
Paris, 1629; and by Duchesne, 4to, Paris, 1617. In the former, 
liowever, is an error which has led to some confusion, as * Livre d^ 
TEsperance' is there entitled *Le Curial,' the real Curial being a 
much shorter piece, and totally different in design. By the * Curial ' 
being addressed to his brother, it is supposed to have been written 
by Alain to Jean Chartier, known as the author of * Histoire de 
Charles VII.' 

"As an instance of the great repute in which the writings of 
Chartier were held in his age, it is reported that Margaret, the wife 
of the Dauphin of France, afterwards Louis XI, finding him one 
day asleep in his chair, kissed his lips, to the great astonishment of 
her attendants. * Je ne baise pas la person ue, mais la bouche dont 
estoient sort^s tant de beaux discours,' she exclaimed. There is a 
painting in Add. MS. No. 15,300 (in the British Museum) vividly 
depicting this scene." 

The above statement about the Dauphiness kissing Alain Chartier, 
is left as Mr. Blades wrote it; but he cannot have seen the one 
illumination in the Addit. MS. 15,300. That pictures a big-headed 
crownd lady standing up with her arms spread, as if in astonishment, 
with a stout man lying on the ground before her, possibly asleep, — 
his left hand covers part of his face, — while at her left is an armd 



VI FOREWORDS. 

man leaning on a 2-handed sword ; and on his left, a seated scribe 
writing. In the background is the city wall, with a turreted gate, 
and towerd and turreted buildings inside. The MS is one of Alaiu 
Chartier's Quadrilogus Ltvectimts, written because he thought the 
hand of God was upon France, inasmuch as " en I'an mil CCCC, 
vint et deux, le veisse le Roy anglois, ancien aduersaire de ceste 
soigneurie, soy glorifier en iiostre ignominieux reproche, Enrichir de 
noz despoilles, et desprisier noz faiz et noz courages " (leaf 5, back). 
(If. 6) " Et le, men de compassion pour ramener a memoire Testat de 
nostre itifelicite, & a chascun ramenteuoir ce que lui en touche. Ay 
compost ce present traictie que I'appelle [If, 6, bh] * quadrilogue ', 
pource que, en quatre personnages est ceste euure comprise. Et est 
dit 'Inuectif ', en tant qu'il procede par maniere d'enuaissemewt de 
paroles, et par forme de reprandre." 

Of the Cunalj says Mr. Blades, only two copies are known ; one 
is in the British Museum (here reprinted), and the other at Althorpe, 
Lord Spencer's Library. The Collation is 

"A 3**^, signed j, ij, iij, without any blanks : In all, six leaves. 
There is no title-page. The type is entirely No. 4*. The lines, which 
are spaced to an even length, measure 4^ inches, and there are 38 to 
a full page. Without catchwords or folios. The Text begins on 
sig. .j. recto . . . The * Curial' finishes on the sixth recto ... On 
the verso, Caxton has given us the translation of a ballad, written by 
Alain Chartier, consisting of 28 lines. It has a burthen : — * Ne 
chyer but of a man Joyous.' " 

In itself, the Curidl or Letter has little literary worth; but 
Caxton englisht it, and that fact justifies its reprint. Moreover, short 
books are always handy for the E. E» T. Soc. The subject is the old 
one which afterwards interested Shakspere; — compare the Duke, 
Touchstone &c. in As You Like It, and Belisarius in Gymhellne, III. 
iii. ; — the disadvantages of the intriguing restless life at Court, com- 
pared with the quiet and restfulness of the country. Two books on 
tins topic which are well worth reading, were reprinted by Mr. W. C. 
Hazlitt in his Roxhtrglie Libran/y 1868 : 

1 A Ternion is 6 leaves, 12 pages. A 4" is a Quatei'nion, 8 leaves. A 6" or 
Qulnterniony is a section of 5 sheets folded together in half, making 10 leaves 
or 20 pages. — ift, p. 168. 



PORBWORDS. VU 

1. Cyuile and Vncyuile Life, as its headlines call it, tho* the full 
title is 

"The English / Courtier, and the / Cuwtrey-gentleman : / A 
pleasaunt and learned Disputation, / betweene them both : very pro- 
fitable and ne- / cessarie to be read of all Nobilitie / and Gentlemen / 
Wherein is discoursed, what / order of lyfe, best beseemeth a Gentle- 
man, (aswell for e- / ducation, as the course of his whole life) to make 
him a / person fytte for the publique seruice of his Prince and / 
Countrey. / Imprinted at London, by / Eichard lones : dwelling at 
the signe / of the Eose and Crowne neere / vnto Holbome Bridge. 
1586. / An earlier Qto. 1579. 

2. [by Nicholas Breton.] The / Couii; and Country, / or / A 
Briefe Discourse betweene the / Courtier and Country-man ; / of the 
Manner, Nature, and Condi- / tion of their Hues. / Dialogue-wise 
set downe betwixt a / Courtier and Country-man. / Conteyning many 
Delectable and Pithy / Sayings, worthy Observation. / Also, neces- 
sary Notes for a Covrtier. / Written by N. B. Gent. / London / 
Printed by G. Eld for lohn Wright, and are to / be Sold at his 
Shoppe at the Signe of the Bible / without Newgate. / 1618. / 

Alain Chartier's sketch of the French courtier of his time is not 
a cheering one. But it differs little from those of the English Eliza- 
bethan courtier by Spenser in his Colin Clowt, and by Harrison in 
his Descnjption of England, 

Both were the necessary consequence of despots being the sole 
sources of honour, and their whims being law. And though Society 
and Fashion still breed Flunkeyism and Falseness, and some Dema- 
gogs pander to the base prejudices of all classes from the highest to 
the lowest, we may surely believe that our Victorian time is better, in 
this regard, than the Caroline in France, or the Elizabethan here. 

The headlines, side-notes, and modern stops of the Text are mine. 
Caxton's tagd <J and g< are not reproduced. 

July, 1888. 

P.S. Oct. 1888. My chance sending of a proof to my old friend 
Prof. Paul Meyer, induced him, in the kindest possible way, to set 
aside all his own pressing work, and not only collate for us Caxton's 
English with the French original, and give us many most valuable 
corrections and explanations of Caxton's text — see the footnotes, — 
but also to hunt out and copy for us the original of the supposed 
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Balade by Alain Chartier which Caxton englisht and printed at the 
end of his Curial. Prof. P. Meyer has also written an Introduction 
to the Balade, which will be found on p. 17 below, and the following 
comments on Alain Chartier's Curial, and Caxton's englishing of it. 
All our Members will join with me in thanking Prof. Meyer for 
his great kindness, and his admirable enrichment of the present little 
Text. 

COMMENT BY PROF. P. MEYER. 

The French Curial has been printed several time& since the first 
edition of Alain Chartier's works (Paris, Le Caron, 1489), until 
Du Chesne's much improved edition (Paris, 1617).^ The manuscripts 
are not scarce, but those which I have seen are very corrupt. So 
are, and even worse, the ancient editions, previous to Du Chesne. 
Chartier writes, particularly in his Cunal, a refined and elaborate 
style which has often been misunderstood by the copyists. Wo 
must not wonder if Caxton's translation is not free from mistakes. 
Some of these are to be traced to the MS. which he used, some to 
mere misreadings, some to excusable misunderstandings. A due 
allowance being made for the difficulties of the task, the translation 
cannot be pronounced to be wanting in force and intelligence. One 
noticeable peculiarity in Caxton's anglicizing of the Curial is the 
habit of rendering some of the words of the original by two con- 
secutive synonyms,^ one of them being the very word of Chartier, 
the other a more generally accepted English word. For example, 
p. 5, 1. 19, " ewrous and happy," for the Fr. heureiix; 1. 23, "rendre 
and yelde," for the Fr. rendre ; p. 7, 1. 22, " the dore ... of the 
chambre or wythdraught," Fr. ruys du retrait ; p. 8, 1. 21, "the 
ryghtes and droytes," Fr. les droits; p. 9, L 27, "rendrid and gafe," 
Fr. reudoienty etc. 

Whenever Caxton's translation has been found defective or 
erroneous, the French text has been quoted from Du Chesne's 
edition ; the MSS. having been resorted to only in special cases. — 
P.M. 

1 For a full description of the editions, see Brunet, Mamtel du lihraire, 
under Chabtieb (^Almn). 

2 This practice is known also in the English Bible and Prayer-book. — F.J. F. 



€xxxm\ ai %hm C^arrelter.] 

4 Here foloweth the copye of a lettre whyche maistre [sign.j.] 
Alayn Chare tier wrote to hys brother / whyche desired Aialn chartie* 
to come dwelle in Court / in whyche he reherseth many Ji^Brithtr f^m 
rayseryes & wretchydn esses therin vsed^ / For taduyse E,JjS"g^,J**b?"*^' 
8 hym not to entre in to it / leste he after repente / like wm. caxton . 
as hier after folowe / and late translated out of frensshe 
in to englysshe / whyche Copye was delyuerid to me 
by a noble and vertuous Erie / At whos Instance & 
12 requeste I haue reduced it in to Englyssh. 

Yght welbelouyd brother, & persone Eloquent / Dear Brother, 
r thou admonestest and exhortest me to prepare & get you n piao) 

make redy, place and entree for the vnto the lyf 
16 Curiall / whyche thou desirest / And that by my helpe 
and requeste thou my gh test haue therin offyce / And 
herto thou art duly^ meuyd by comyn errour of the 
people / whiche repute thonours mondayne & pompes of 
20 them of the courte / to be thynges more blessyd & happy 
than other / or to thende that I luge not wel^ of thy 
desyre / Thou wenest parauenture / that they that wayto thinking that 

, . . o , ™®" •" office are 

on oflnces / ben m vertuous occupacions, & reputest them virtuous, 
24 the more worthy for to haue rewardes & merites / And 
also thou adioustest other causes that meuvi the therto / 

1 Nearly every final d is ($ in the original, and every final 
g has a like curl to It. 

2 French indeuement, but the MS. used by Caxton may 
have had deiiement. — P. M. 

3 The French hfx&: ''uu aiin que je ne juge mal de ton 
dcdir."— P. M. 



2 The daily Dangers and Miserm of Life at Court, 



And that yoa 
win be in th« 
company of me, 



your (Ad friend. 



Itooltmgforyou. 



But when I sufifer 
daily in the 
public service, 

I feel happy that 
you escape my 
troubles at Court. 



[• sign. j. back] 



You want to be 
with me at Court. 
I wish more to be 
alone with you. 



by thexample of me / that empesshe my selue for to 
seme in the courte Ryall / And to thende that thou 
myghtest vse thy dayes in takyng compauye wyth me / 
and that we myghte to-gidre enioye the swettenes 4 
of frendshyppe / whyche longe tyme hath ben bytwene 
vs tweyne / And thys knowe I wel / that thy courage 
is not wythdrawen fer from my frendshyppe / And the 
grace of humanyte is not dreyed vp in the / whyche 8 
compryseth hys frendes as presente, And leueth not at 
nede to counseylle & ayde them absente to hys power / 
And I trowe that thyn absence is not lasse greuous to 
me / than myn is to thy self / For me semeth, that 12 
thou beyng absentee I am there where the places and 
affayres desioyne vs / But by cause god of fortune hath 
so departed our destynee / that thou awaytest frely on 
thyn owne pryuate thynges / And that I am occupy ed 16 
on thynges publycque, & seruyses in sorowful passions / 
that whan I haue on my self compassion / Thenne am 
I enioyed of thyn ease / & take grete playsir / in this, 
that thou auoydest the myserries that I suffre euery 20 
day / And yf I blame or accuse fortune for me / I 
preyse and thanke her on that other parte for the / For 
so moche as she hath exempte the fro the anguysshes 
that I suffre *in the courte / And that she hath not 24 
made vs bothe meschaunte / 

Thou desirestj as thou sayst, to be in the courte wyth 
me / And I couey te yet more to be pryuely and syngulerly 
wyth tlie / And also for me thou woldest gladly leue thy 28 
frau7zchyse and pryuate lyf / I ought more gladly for the 
loue of the, leue thys seruytude mortell / For as moche 
as loue acquyteth hym better in humble tranqullyte than 
in orguyllous myserye / late hyt suffyse to the & to 32 
me / that one of vs tweyne be Infortunat / And that 
by my meschaunte lyf thou mayst see and knowe more 
certaynly that one and that other fortune / But what 
demaundest thou / Thou sechest the way to lese thy 3G 



Kee'p away from Court ! It is fioll of Liars and Ill-doers. 3 
self / by thexample of me / And wylt lepe fro the why win you 

t M* ' ,^ jump from the 

nauen of sewerte / for to dro wne thy self in the see Haven of security 
of peryl and myserye / Repentest thou the to haue Misery? 

4 lyberte / Art thou annoyed to lyue in peas / humayne 
nature hath sufFred suche vnhappynes / that she ap- Human Nature 
pety teth and desireth to haue that thyng / whyche she what it hasn't, 
hath not / Thus misprysest thou the peas of thy corage / 

8 and the sure estate of thy thought / And by therrour 
of m^sprysement whyche thou hast goten / the thynges 
whyche of theyr owne condicion ben more to be mes- 
prised / than they that ben shewde by the lyf of 
12 another^ / I meruaylle me moche / how thou, that art 
prudent and wyse of goodes^ / art so ouerseen and fro 
thy self, for to dar expose thy self to so many perillis. 
And yf thou wylt vse my counseyl / Take none But take my 

advice: Don't 

16 example by me for to poursewe the courtes / !N"e the come to court, 
publycque murmures of hye palaysis / But alleway late 
my peryl le be example to the for to fie and eschewe 
them / For I dar not afferme / that emonge the bruyt 

20 of them that tome / be ony thyng stedfast ne hol- 
somme / Thou shalt wene & hope to fynde / exercite of 
vertu / in myserye thus commune & publycque / And ' 

so certayiily shalt thou fynde / yf thou makest thy view^ 

24 to fight cowstau7itly agenst alle vices /But be ware & 
make good watche that thou be not the fyrst that shal 
be ouercome / For I saye the / that the courtes of hye courts are ftiu 

of deceivers 

prynces be neuer disgarnysshed of peple deceyuyng by buiues, flatterers, 

hinderers of good. 

1 Caxton's phrase seems to be unfinished. The Fr. has : 
" Les choses qui de leur mesme condition (that is, on account 
of their very condition) sont plus a mespriser que par vices 
(var. que jm?- la vie, Caxton's reading) d'autruy a priser, tu 
loues et exauces" The last words, "tliou praisest and exaltest," 
seem to have been left out. — P. M. 

'^ of goods has no meaning. The French has: ** . . . qui 
es prudent et saige deciens si forsen6." Caxton may have mis- 
read de biens instead of deviens, becomest. — P. M. 

3 Caxton's view is a mistake for vorv^ Fr. veu : " se tu fais 
veu de batailler," if thou vowest, or takest a pledge, to be con- 
stantly fighting. — P. M. 



No Courtier succeeds who is not cori^^tptible. 



Our poor 
humanity follows 
bad examples. 

[• Bign. ij.] 



If yon keep 
Tirtuoos, 



you'll be mockt 
and hated; 



your life '11 be in 
danger. 



and you'll be 
worse off than 
before. 



Corruption is the 
only way to 
success at Court. 



fayr langago / or feryng by menaces / or stryuyng by 
enuye / or corrnpto by force of yeftes / or blandyssh- 
yng by flaterers / or accusyng of trespaces / or enpessh- 
yng & lettyng in soniwe maner wyse / the good wyl of 4 
true men ; For our poure humanyte is lyghtly enclyned 
to ensiewe & folowe^ the maners & condycions of other / 
And to doo as they doo. *And vnnethe may he escape 
that is asseged and assaylled of so many aduersaryes / 8 
Now late vs graunte that thou woldest perseuere in 
vertue / And that thou sholdest escape the vycyous and 
the corrupcion of suche vycyous persones / yet in thys 
caas thou haddest vaynquysshed none but thy self / 12 
But thys had ben better that thou haddest don it in 
thy owne secrete pryue place. And be thou certayn, 
that for thy vertue thou shalt be mocqued, and for thy 
trouthe thou shalt be hated / or that thy dyscrecion 16 
shal cause the to be suspecte / For ther is nothyng 
more suspecte to euyl peple / than them whom they 
loiowo to be wyse and trewe / 

The reste thenne is thys / that thou shalt haue 20 
labour wythoute fruyt / And shalt vse thy lyf in 
perylle / And shalt gete many enuyous at the / And yf 
thou stryue at theyr enuye / or that thou takest venge- 
ance / I telle to the, that thy vengement shal engendre 24 
to the, more greuous aduersytees^ than thou haddest 
tofore / And by the contrarye / they that conne dys- 
symyle, ben preysed, and vse better theyr tyme in 
courtes than the other peple / The abuses of the 28 
courte / And the maner of the peple curyall or courtly 
ben suche that a man is neuer suffred tenhaunce hym 
self / but yf he be corrumpable / For vertue whyche is 
in so many maners enuyed^ / yf she be not prowde / 32 
she is mesprysed / yf she bowe not / she is by force 
sette abacke / yf she be broken or hurte, she is by force 

^ Orig, folo-Iowe * Fr. adversaires. — P. M. 

3 Another mistake of Caxtoirs: the French is ^ environnee,^ — P. M. 



Fortunes whims, and her treatment of Courtiers, 5 

hunted away / who is he thenne that may kepe hym 
that he he not corrupt or coromped / or who is he that 
shall escape without hauyng harme / Suche be the 
4 werkes of the courte, that they that he symple ben The simple nre 

despised, the 

mesprysed / the yertuous enuyed / And the prowde virtuous envied, 
arrogaunts in mortel peryllis / And yf thou be sette 
doun and put aback vnder the other courtyours / 
8 Thou shalt be enuyous of theyr power / yf thou be in 
mene estate / of whyche thou hast not suffysaunce / 
thou shalt stryue for to mounte and ryse hyer / And yf 
thou mayst come vnto the hye secrets whyche ben 

12 strongly for to doubte and drede / in the doubtous 
courteynes of the most hye prynces / Thenne shalt thou 
be most meschaunt / Of somoche as thou wenest to be when yoa seem 
most ewrous^ and happy / so moche more shalt thou be and in high* 

16 in grete perill to falle / lyke to hym that is mouwted in 
to the most hye place / For to the??* whom fortune the 
variable hath most hyely *lyfte up / and enhaunsed / [• sign. ij. imck] 
resteth nomore but for to faUe fro so hye doun / by then Fortune 

20 cause, she oweth to them nothyng but ruyne / yf thou 
haste take of her alle that thou myghtest / and that 
she wold gyue / thenne art thou debytour of thy self / 
To thende that she rendre and yelde hym meschaunt and make yon 

24 whom she had enhaunsed / And that she mocque hym 
of hys meschef whom she had made blynde of vayn 
glorye of hys enhaunsyng / For the grete wyndes that 
blowe in hye courtes ben of suche condicion / that they 

28 only that ben hyest enhaunsed / ben after theyr des- as soon as 
poyntement / as a spectacle of enuye / of detraction / tiie higiiest posts, 
or of hate vnto alle peple / and fynde them self sub- anThYted"^* 
gettes tyl they be shamed and put doun emong the 

32 peple 2 / And that they that tofore poursiewed to them 
and flatered / Eeporte of them more gretter blames and 
dyvysions^ than the other / For multytude of peple 

^ Fr. eureiix : heur of honheur, malheur 
2 Fr. " entre lea populaires," viz. among the mob, low people. 
—P. M, 8 Misprint ? Fr. deHsiom.^V, M. 



tiU 
they are abased. 



6 The Fall of great Lords delights Fortune, Courtiers seek her. 



Fortune 



laughs and claps 
her hands when 
great lords &11 
into trouble. 



Men of high and 
whole hearts 
disregard 
Fortune. 



The Ck>urt thinks 
too much of 
Fortune. 

[• sign. iU.] 



mespryse alwaye them / that fortune hath most aualed^ 
and throwen doun / And also is envyous of them that 
she seeth enhaunsed and lyft vp / Fortune gladly hath 
sette hys eyen on hem that hen in hye degree, and on 4 
the soueraynes yet more / And whan she pleyeth wyth 
smale and poure folkes / that is no certayn / for of the 
meschief of poure peple she retcheth not / ne doth hut 
smyle / But she lawgheth wyth f ul mouth, and smyteth 8 
her paulmes to gydre, whan she seeth grete lordes falle 
in to meschyef / she retcheth hut lytel for tessaye and 
preue her fortune in lytyl and lowe places / But for to 
make the grete and myghty to falle and ouerthrowe, 12 
she setteth gladly her gynnes / And them that hen 
poure & caste doun, maketh she oftymes to ryse & 
mounte fro certaynte to Incertaynte, and fro good 
rewle to euyl rewle / Them deceyueth she gladly / 16 
whom she fyndeth esy to deceyue / and variable as 
she is / But she doth the custommes & strength to them 
that setteth by her.^ And whan she seeth her despysed 
& nought sette by / thenne she leueth them in peas / 20 
But she flateryth and lawgheth for nought vnto them 
that haue hye and hole courage / Now she essayeth to 
luste ayenst them that ben most stronge / And now 
she enhaunseth them that ben most feble / now she 24 
lawheth to one / and she grymmeth to other / But the 
man that hath grete corage & vertuous, mespiiseth her 
lawhynges and mowes / And nothyng doubteth her 
menaces / ^But the courte maketh ouer moche compte 28 
of thys fortune / that draweth the peple lyghtly to 
her / *forgetyng theyr poure estate / And forgetyng 

1 From a val ; orig. Fr. ravalUs, cast down. — P. M. 

« What does this mean? The French has (in MS. texts, 
for Du Chesne's edition is corrupt here) : " Mais elle halt lea 
constans et vertueulx qui elle ne font compte." Caxton seems 
to have read "Mais eWefalt les covstvmesj^ — P. M. 

^—^ This passage was completely misunderstood by Caxton. 
He ought to have translated " maketh moche more compte of 
thys fortune . . . than she doth of the wyse men." French : 
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and not knowyng them self as sone as they ben en- 

haunced / whyche the wyse men do not / whiche for But wise men 

rest content. 

none auauncement ne hauyng of good, enpayre not them . 
4 self ^ / There assaye thou for to mounte / yf thon wylt 
leue thy lyberte and franchyse / Thenne oughtest thou 
to knowe / that thou shalt haue habundaunce thy self / 
whan thou shalt wylle to poursewe the court / whyche 
8 maketh a man to leue hys propre manors / And to applye xije court makes 
hym self to the maners of other. For yf he be veryt- own morals for 
able / men shal holde hym atte scole of fayntyse / yf 
he loue honest lyf / men shal teche hym to lede dys- 

12 honest lyf / yf he be pacyent / & sette by no prouffyt^ / 
he shal be left to haue suffraunce / For yf he can 
nought / men shal demauwde him nothyng / And also 
he shal fynde none / that shal gyue hym ony thyng^ / 

16 yf he entre Inportunatly / They that be Inportune shal 

put hym abacke / yf he be acustomed to ete soberly / and your own 

, , /, 1 , , , -, , , habits for other 

and at a certayn houre / he shal dyne late, and shal folk's, 
soupe in suche isicoun that he shal disacustomme hys 
20 tyme and hys manor of lyuyng / Yf he haue be 

acustomed to rede and studye in bookes / he shal muse At court, the 

student must 

ydelly alday, in awaytyng that men shal open the dore turn idler and 
to hym, of the chambre or wythdraught of the prynce / 

24 yf he loue the rest of his body, he shal be ennoyed* 
now here / nowe there / as a courrour or renner per- 
petuell / yf he wil erly goo to his bedde, and Ryse late 
at his playsir, he shal faylle therof / For he shal wake 

28 longe and late / and ryse ryght erly / and that ofte he 

« Mais la court fait trop plus grant compte de celle fortune . . 

qu'elle ne fait des {ed. les) sages qui, pour bien avoir, 

ne se empireut." — P. M. 

1 Fr. "Et non chalant d'avoir prouffit," viz. "and cares 
not to have profit." — P. M. 

^ Mistranslation arising from a bad text. Fr. **S*11 ne 
B^ait ou ne veut riens demander, aussi ne tronvera il qui riens 
luy donne." — P. M. 

^ Unless Caxton printed **ennoyed" for enuoyed, envoyed, 
he must have read ennny€ ; but the French has envoys, sent 
ou an errand. — P. M. 



8 The deiKTulcncc of Court life : the indepe^idence of Country life. 



Every ono muftt 
In«e his natural 
rest. 



and yet not gain 
fovour. 



Tlie Courtier is 
always lodgd in 
another's house, 

and must eat, 
and sleep at 
another's wilL 



[• sign. lij. back] 



A country honse- 
liolder is a King 
in his own liouse. 



Contrast the ills 
of tlie Court and 
the good of the 
Country, 
in eating, 

sleeping, 



slial lese the nyght wythout slepyng / yf he studye for 
to fynde frendshyp / he^ shal neuer conne^ trotte so 
moche thurgh the hallos of the gfete lordes that he 
shal fynde her / but she holdeth her wythoute, and 4 
entreth not wyth ony / For she is moche better knowen 
by them that vsen her, why die ben experte of reffiise /^ 
thro wen doun by fortune / than by them that entre 
ygnoraunt / and not knowen her tomes / Now beholde 8 
thenne / and see, whyche of the two thou shalt chese / 
or that in my yssuyng and goyng out / I drawe the to 
our comune prouffyt, or in thyn entryng thou brynge 
me to our comune dommage and hurte / And forgete 12 
not that who serueth in the courte / Alway hym be- 
houeth to be a gheste / and herberowed in another 
mannes hows / And also he muste ete after thappetyte 
of other / and otherwhyle wythoute hungre, and fayn 16 
he maye / And in lyke wyse he muste wake otherwhyle 
atte *the wylle of other / after that he hath begonne to 
slepe, and by grete gryef,* what thyng is more domageus 
than to sette vnder fortune the vertues of nature / and 20 
the ryghtes and droytes of lyf humayne / seen that it is 
[not]^ a thyng more free in a man / than to lyue naturelly. 
emong vs seruantes of courte / we doo nothynge but 
lyue after thordonance of other / And thou lyuest in 24 
thyn hous lyke an Emperour / thou regnest as a kyng 
paysyble / vnder the couuerte of thyn hous / And we 
tremble for drede to dysplayse the lordes of hye houses / 
Thou mayst ete whan thou hast hungre / at thyn 28 
houre and at thy playsir / And we ete so gredyly & 
gloutonnously, that otherwhyle we caste it vp agayn 
and make vomytes / Thou passest the nyght in slepyng 

^ he meaoH friendship ; Fr. "jamais elle ne scet troter.** — 
P.M. 

2 be able to, know how to 

8 r effuse is evidently wrong. The French has " expers des 
ruses {ed.jetix) de fortune," it« tricks. — P. M. 

* Fr. "par grief sommeil," heavy sleep. — P. M, 

* Fr. " veu quMl n'esi chose plus franche." — P. M. 
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as long as it playsetli the / And we, after ouermocho 
drynkyng of wynes and grete paynes, lye doun ofte in 
beddes ful of vermyno / & somtyme wyth stryf and and beds. 
4 debate^ / 

Ketoume, brother / Eetourne to thy self / And 
lerne to know the felicite / by the myseryes that we Recognise the 

Iiappiness of 

sunre / But no-man preyseth ynougb the ayses that he private life. 
8 hath in his pryuate and propre hous / but he that to- 
fore mespryseth thanguysshes that he hath suffred in 
admynystracion publycque / Arystotle the phylosophre Neither Aristotle 
gloryfyed in hym self / that he had left the hye palays 
12 of kyng Alysaundre / And had leuer to leue there hys 
discyple Calistenes / than there lenger to dwelle / 
Pyogenes also, whiche in hys tyme, aboue alle other nor Diogenes 

- T-,/»ii cared for courts 

men louyd lyborte and fraunchyse, Refused the grete or wealth. 

16 rychesses and wordly loyes to whyche he was callyd / 
he fledde them for to enhabyte and dwelle frely wythin 
the tonne / wherin he slepte / And also durst somoche 
auauwte hym / that he was more puyssaunt prynce, in 

20 that he myght more reffuse of goodes, than the said 
Alysaundre hath power to gyue hym. For the veray 
phylosophre / that can wel mespryse thambycious 
vanyte of the peple of the court / techeth to his coun- 

24 seyllours^ / that ther is more of humanyto in smale There is more 

. . Humanity in 

thynges and eases ^ / than in the courtes of pry noes / private ufe than 

in Princes' courts. 

And the benes of Pictagoras / And the wortes that 
Oraco ete / rendrid and gafe better sauour / than that 

28 Sardanapalus fonde in the grete and delycious wynos 
Aromatyques that he drauke / for as moche as the 
delyces were medled with the gallo of poyson / Feures / 
& anguysshes mondaynes / that ho had alway vpon hys 

32 herte / not only our lyf / but thexaction of our lyf / 
hys tormentis adioyne to our lyf in sucho wyse that 

1 Fr. " atout le bast," means harnessed, dressed. — P. M. 

2 French, "Car vraye Phlloaophie est quand on S9ait mes- 
priser . . . et apprendre a ses escolliers" — P. M. 

3 French casesy poor houses, not causes, — P. M. 

CURIAL. B 



10 A His not Chid that glitters. Courtiers seek Titles, not Eight . 



C* leafUiJ.] 

Folk think modi 
of a Courtier's 
rich dreM ; bnt 
they don't Icnow 
the oott and 
troable of it. 



Coartiert' deck- 
ing! are not won 
by merit. 



They think more 
of oflBcial titles 
than Right, and 
of Words than 
Things. 



They desire 
Honour, tho' they 
know they ant't 
wortliy of it. 



♦she ne hath glorye mondayne / ne pompe caduque 
wythoute aduersyte / Oftymes the peple make grete 
wondrynges of the Ryche robe of the courtyour^ / but 
they knowe not by what labour ne by what dyflfyculte 4 
he hath goten it / 

The peple otherwhyle honoureth and worshypeth 
the grete apparaylle of a puyssant man, But they 
acompte not the pryckkyng that he hath felte in the 8 
pourchassyng of it / Ne the greuys that he hath goten 
in shewyng of yt / Othertymes beholde the peple 
thordynaunces and grete houshold of the hye and grete 
lordes / but they knowe not of what dyspence they ben 12 
chai'ged for to nourysshe them / Ne consydre nothyng 
the tytle / of whyche they knowe certaynly / that they 
haue in them no merites / Yf we calle an hare / a lyon / 
or saye that a fayr mayde is fowle^ / or a fowle / croke- 16 
bswiked / haltyng / or euyl shapen, to be as fayre as 
Helayne / that shold be a grete lesynge / and woithy 
of derysion / And allewaye emonge vs courtyours en- 
fayned / we folowe more the names of thoflfyces / than 20 
the droytes and ryghtes / we be verbal / or ful of 
wordes / and desyre more the wordes than the thynges / 
And in thys we ben contrarye to the wyse Cathon / 
whyche desired more to excersise hym self vertuously 24 
in comune offyce and publycque / than to haue the 
name / And in suche wyse gouemeth he hym self / 
that whan he was called / he was allewaye found e 
worthy to haue better than he was callyd to / And 28 
somoche more was he honowred / as whan he fledde 
most the worldly honours / But by the contrarye we 
coueyte to be honowred / how wel that we ben not 
worthy / And so take the honours as by force and 32 

1 French, "De la ricbe robe d'un pautonnier." Evidently 
Caxton did not understand pautonnier, a vagabond, a con- 
temptible man. — P. M. 

2 French, " que une jeune fille laide, bossue, ou mal atoum6e, 
fust aussi belle comme Helene/' — P. M. 



Stay at Home, and keep away fratn the Traitors at Court, 11 

strengthe / er we ben called therto. And herof foloweth 
that we lese by good ryght / that whyche we luge^ to 
our self, and that we dar demande indewly / And to 
4 saye trouthe, the honours flee fro vs / whyche we 
poursewe ouer folyly / 

Therefore, brother, I counseylle the / that thou so, Brother, 
delyte the / in thy self / of thy vertue / For she 
8 yeldeth loye and preysynge to them that lyue wel / 
late thy grete suffysaunce^ reteyne the wythin thy lytyl stay at Home! 
Cenacle / And repute not thy self vertuous by heryng 
saye, as done men of the courte / But do payne to be 

12 very table by theffecte of the werke / wherto coueytest 
thou the gloryes of palayses, whyche for theyr wretched 
myserye haue nede that men haue pyte *on them / Ne [•leafuij.uack] 
poursewe it not in fayt / But by the playnt of myn 

16 vnhappynes / folowe not me / by cause I am^ oftymes Do not follow me 

cladde wyth the beste* / But haue pyte and compassion 

of the peryls / of whyche I am asseged / and of 

tliEissaultes of whyche I am enuyronned nyght and who am sur- 
rounded with 
20 day / For I haue nede to beholde on what foot that traitors, and must 

euery man cometh to me / And to note and marke the word! 

paas and the peryl of euery worde that departeth fro 

my mouth, to thende that by my vtteraunce I be not 

24 surprysed / and that in spekyng vnpourueydly, I ne 

gyue mater to ony man to make false relacion / ne to 

iuterprete euyl my worde / whyche I maye neuer 

reuoke ne put in agayn / For the courte is the nourysshe The Court breed* 

men who study 

28 of peple / whyche by fraude and f ranchyse / studye for to entrap you in 
to drawe from one and other^ suche wordes / by whyche 

1 French, ** ce a quoi nous ifigerons,''^ arrogate, claim falsely, 
m.\srea6 jugerofis, — P. M. 

2 French, sonffrancdf patience, endurance. — P. M. 

3 Abridged or translated from a corrupt text. French, 
**mais par la plainte de mon malheur te chastie (viz. change 
thy mind), ne ne regarde ou ayes consideration a ce que je suis 
. . ."—P. M. 

* Rather, "with the beste-cladde " ; French, "avec les 
mieux vestuz." — P. M. 

° " Les uns des autres," the one from the other. — P. M. 



12 Competition for places at Court, Uncertainty of siccccss. 



that they mny, 
by disdoeing it, 
carry fovoor of 
the great. 



Yoa are soon 
supplanted by a 
new-comer. 



or, ifyoQ keep 
your Place, 

envious men 



will give bribes to 
get it from yon; 
and tlien yon 
must bribe too. 



But in private 
life, in your own 
house, you are 
free. 



[• leaf v.] 



they may persecute them / by that / whyche by the 
perylles^ of other / they may entro in to the grace of 
them that haue auctoryte to helpe / or to annoye / And 
whyche take more playsyr in false reportes / than in 4 
verytable and trewe wordes / yf thou haue ofifyce in 
courte / make the redy to fyghte J For yf thou haue 
ony good / other shal desyre to take it fro the / and 
thou shalt not escape wythout debate / Somw?,e shal 8 
machyne by 8om7ne moyen to deceyue the / And the 
belioueth to tormente thy self to resist hym / And 
after whan thou shalt haue employed thy body / thy 
tyme and thy goodes for to deffende the / Another 12 
newe one cometh to the courte, & shal suppla^ite thy 
benediction / And shal take it gylefully fro the / Thus 
shalt thou lese wyth grete sorowe / that whyche thou 
haste goten wyth grete labour / Or yf thyn offyce 16 
abyde wyth the / so shal thou not abyde longe wythout 
drede and fere of hym, or of other enuyous whyche shal 
laboure to take it fro the / Tofore that thou hast ony 
offyces Thou boughtest peas and moderacion to lyue / 20 
And as sone as thou shalt haue it / thou shalt be 
deffyed of an other / which shal enforce hym for to 
gyue largely for to take it fro the ; And the behoueth, 
maulgre thy self / that thou gyue as moche as he / to 24 
thende that thou kepe it / And that it abyde wyth the / 
Beholde thenne, brother, beholde / how moche thy 
lytyl hous gyueth the liberte and franchyse / And 
thanke it that it hath receyuyd the as only lorde / 28 
And after that thy dore is shette and closed, ther 
entreth none other but suche as pleseth the / Men 
knocke oftymes atte yates of ryche and hye palayses / 
Ther is alleway *noyse and murmure / In grete places 32 
ben grete and moche peples / of whyche somme ben 
harde pressyd / The halle of a grete prynce is comunely 

^ French, "ad ce que, au moyen des paroUes d'autray qu'ils 
rapportent." — P. M. 



Courtiers deceive, and buy and sell arte another, 13 
Infecte and eschaufed of the breeth of the peple / The a Prince's haii 

is infected with 

vssher smyteth wyth hys Rodde vpon the heedes of people's breath. 

, , , o. 1 i. i? xi- i. The Usher hits 

them that ben there / Somme entre by forse oi threst- them on the head 
4 yng / And other stryue for to resyste / Somme tyme a 
poure man meschaunt that hath to-fore be sore sette 
abacke, is further sette forth than an other / And the 
most fyers and prowde whom a man durste not tofore 
8 touche / is put further aback, and is in more gretter 
daunger / There knoweth noman in certayn yf hys No one is safe in 

his situation. 

astate be sure or not / But who someuer it be, alway he 

is in doubte of hys fortune / And whan thou wenest to 

12 be most in grace / Thenne remembre the [wordes] of the 

poete that sayth / that it is no grete preysynge / for to There's no merit 

in having a 

haue ben in the grace of a grete prynce^ / And to thende Prince's fevour. 
that thou mayst the better knowe now the courte / I 
16 wyl dyscryue and dyffyne it to the / 

The courte, to thende that thou vnderstande it / is The Court is an 

assemblage of 

a couente of peple that, vnder fayntyse of Comyn wele, mutual deceivers, 
assemble hem to gydre for to deceyue eche other / For 

20 ther be not many of them but that they selle, bye / or 
eschange somtyme theyr rentes or propre vestementis / 
For emonge vs of the courte / we be meschaunt^ and , 
newfangle / that we bye the other peple / And somw- 

24 tyme for theyr money we selle to them our humanyte 

precyous / we bye other / And other bye vs / But we who buy and seu 

J ' one another. 

can moche better selle our seK to them that haue to 
doo wyth vs / how moche thenne mayst thou gete / 

28 that it be certayn / or what sewrte / that it be wythout 
doubte and wythout peryll / wylt thou goo to the 
court for to selle or lese / the goodnes of vertues whyche 
thou* haste goten wythoute the courte / I saye to the, 

32 whan thou enforcest the to entre / thenne begynnest Any one who 

enters it, loses the 

thou to lese th6 seygnorye of thy self / And thou shalt rule of himself, 

1 Principibus plaouisse viris non ultima laus est. — Herat. 
Epist. I, xvii. 35.— P. M, 

2 Ft. '^marchans affaictez," tricky dealers, — P. M, 

B* 



14 Court'Life is evil. The Court is deceitful and unffratef'ui. 

nomore enioye the droytes and ryghtes of thy &anchyse 
and liberte / Certes, brother, thou demandest that / 
whyche thou oughtest to deifye / And fyxest thyn 
hope in that / that shal drawe the to peryl and 4 
perdicion / And yf thou come / the courte shal serue 
and gets only the with 80 many contryued lesynges on that one 

Um, burdeiMi 

and troubles. parte / And on that other syde, she shal delyuere to 
the 80 many cures and charges / that thou shalt haue 8 
wythin thy self contynuell bataylle / thought / and 

[• leaf ▼. back] anguysshes / And for certayn a man may^ not *wel 
saye / that he is wel happy / that in tyme of tempeste 
is bought, and in so many contrarytees assay eed and 12 
prouved / 

And yf thou demandest / what is the lyf of them 
of the courte, I answere the, brother / that it is a poure 
rychesse / An habundance myserable / an hyenesse that 16 

Coartufeis falleth / An estate not stable / A sewrte tremblyng / 

And an euyl lyf ^ / And also it may be called of them 
that ben amorouse, a deserte lyberte^ / Flee, ye men, flee, 

Keep dear of it! and holde and kepe you ferre fro suche an assemblee / 20 
yf ye wyll lyue wel and surely / and as peple wel 

stand on the assured vpou the Byuage / beholde vs drowne by our 

^^^J::^ own agreement / And mespryse our blyndenes / that 

may ne wylle knowe our propre meschyef / For lyke as 24 
the f olysshe maronners / whyche somtyme cause them 
self to be drowned / by theyr dyspourueyed aduyse- 

The Court draws mcut / In lyke wyse the courte draweth to hym and 

like a Harlot does, dcceyueth the symple men / and maketh them to desire 28 
y se rom s. ^^^ coueyte it / lyke as a Kybaulde or a comyn 
womman wel arayed / by her lawhyng and by her 
kyssynge / The courte taketh meryly them that comen 
therto / in 7syng to them false promesses / The courte 32 

^ Orig. man. 

^ Fr. *' ainsi comme un pUlier tremblant et une moureuse 
(^al, mortelle) vie." — P. M. 

3 French, ^^de ceux qui sont amoureuz. de sainte liberty/* 
Caxton read deserte instead of de sainte, — P. M. 
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lawheth atte begynnyng on them that entre / And 
after she grymmeth on them / And somtyme byteth when they come, 
them ryght aygrely / The courte reteyneth the caytyuys 
4 whiche can not absente and kepe them fro thene / and 
alday adnewe^ auctoryse and lorshippe vpon suche as 
they surmounte / The courte also by errour forgeteth it forgets those 

i"i yiii Ti»iti ''^''''® serve it, 

of te them that beste seruen / And dyspende f olyly her and spend their 
8 propre good for tenryche them that ben not worthy / ""•"''"'"'*• 
and that haue ryght euyl deseruyd it / And the man is 
vnhappy that is taken in / and had leuer to perysshe / 
than to yssue and goo out / And ther to lose hys cours 

12 of nature / wythout euer to haue hys franchyse and 

lyberte vntyl hys deth / Beleue surely, brother, and Be sure. Brother, 
doubte nothynge, that thou excersysest ryght good and right in keeping 
ryght prouffytable ofifyce yf thou canst wel vse thy houM. **^" 

16 maystryse that thou hast in thy lytyl hous / and thou 
art and sbal be puyssaunt as longe as thou hast, and 
shal haue of thy self, suffysaunce / For who that hath 
a smal howshold and lytle meyne, and gouemeth them 

20 wysely & in peas / he is a lorde / And somoche more is 
he ewTous & happy as he more frely maynteneth it / 
As ther is nothyng so precious vnder heuen / as for to Freedom is the 
be of sufficient comynycacion wyth franchyse ^ / thing under 

24 O fortuned men / O blessyd famyllye, where as is 

honeste *pouerte that is content with reson, without [* leafvj.] 
etyng the f ruytes of other mennes labour / O wel happy 
howse, in whyche is vertue wythout fraude ne barat / 

28 and whyche is honestly gouerned in the drede of god 
and good moderacion of lyf / There entre no synnes / 
There is a true and ryghtful lyf / where as is remorse Private life is 

. , rightftd, 

of euery synne, and where is no noyse / murmure ne 
32 enuye / of suche lyf enioyeth nature / and in smale^ 

eases lyueth she longe / and lytyl and lytyl she cometh and comes to an 

honest old age. 

1 French advoiie, asserts his authority. — P. M. 

2 Absurd 1 French, ** commutation centre franchise" ex- 
changeable value for freedom. — P. M. 

3 French telles, such. — P, M. 



16 Live in peace in the Country ! Do net come to Court ! 



Ck>urtier8 get 
weary of life; 
they haste to 
their death. 



If, Brother, you 
have began an 
honourable life, 
don't lose it by 
coming to Court ! 



to playsaunt age and honeste ende / For as seyth 
Seneke in his tragedyes / Age cometh to late to peple 
of smale bowses / whyche lyue in suffysaunce / But 
emo72g vs courtyours that be seruauntes to fortune / we 4 
lyue disordynatly / we wexen old more by force of 
charges than by the nombre of yeres / And by defaiQte 
of wel lyuyng, we ben wery of the swetenes of our lyf / 
whyche so moche we desire, and haste to goo to the 8 
deth, the whyche we somoche drede and doubte / 
Suffyse the then?ie, broder, to lyue in peas on thy 
partye / & leme to contente the by our meschiefs / Na 
mespnse not thy self so moche / that thou take the 12 
deth / for the lyf / ^Ne leue not the goodes that thou 
shalt be constrayned to brynge / For to seche to gete 
them after wyth grete wayllynges and sorow / whych 
shal be to the, horryble and harde to fynde^ / Fynably 16 
I praye the / counseylle and warne the / that yf thou 
hast taken^ ony holy and honeste lyf / that thou wyl 
not goo and lese it / And that thou take away that 
thought, And despyse' alle thy wyl for to come to 20 
courte / And be content to wythdrawe the wythin 
thenclose of thy pryue hous / And yf thou haue not in 
tyme passed knowen that thou hast ben ewrous And 
happy / thenne leme now to knowe it fro hens forth / 24 
And to god I comande the by thys wrytyng, whyche 
gyue the hys grace / Amen. 

Thus endeth the Curial made by maystre Alain 
Charretier, Translated thus in Englyssh by Wylliam 28 
Caxton. 



1—1 Caxton seems to have misunderstood the French : " Ne 
delaisse pas a faire le bien que tu serois contraint de reparer 
par apr^ a grans regrets pour querir ce que te seroit horrible 
a trouver. — P. M. 

2 French, " se tu prises," if thou appreciatest. — P. M. 

^ French, disposes (Du Chesne, dissipes), not despises, — 
P.M. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BALADE. 

By prof. PAUL MEYER. 

Caxton probably found in his manuscript of the French Curial 
the original of the ballad which he printed at the end of his transla- 
tion. It is not, however, so far as I can ascertain, included in any 
manuscript or printed collection of Chartier's works. Thanks to my 
friend E. Picot's unparalleled knowledge of xv*^ century French 
poetry, I have been able to trace various copies of it. It seems to 
have been printed first about the end of the xv*"* cent., in the 
Jardin de plaisauce et fleur de rethorique (first edition, Paris, 
Verard, 1499 or 1500).^ It appears in Olivier Amoullet's edition 
(1520 — 1530) at fol. 73 v°, among some ballads which recent editors 
have attributed to Villon. From the Jardin de pJaisance, our 
ballad was transferred by Jannet to his edition of Villon (Paris, 
1867, p. 142). It occui's also, printed from a Brussels MS., in 
La danse anx aveugles et autres poesies du xtf siide, extraites de 
la Bihliothhqiie des Dues de Bourgogne (Lille, A. J. Panckoucke, 
MDCCXLVIir, 12°), p. 273, and has been recently edited from a 
Lyon MS., in a provincial periodical, Lyon-Revue, 1886, p. 307. 
The ballad is anonymous in all these texts, and so it is in MS. BibL 
Nat. Fr., 1881, fol. 218 (xv*'^ cent.), and 2206, fol. 106 (early xvi*'^). 
But in the British Museum MS., Lansdowne 380, fol. 220, it is 
attributed to Alain Chartier.^ Still the authorship remains doubtful. 
It has been supposed by Heer Bijvanck, in his Specimen d'un essai 
critique sur les ceuvres de Frangois Villon (Leyde, 1882, in 8°), p. 49, 
that our ballad was the model from which Villon composed his 
ballad, II n'est soing que quant on a fain (printed by Bijvanck, 
p. 219, from a Stockholm MS., and presenting Villon's name in 
acrostic), but it does not follow that the original is Chartier's, 
the attribution to this author resting only on the authority of the 
Lansdowne MS., and to a certain extent on Caxton, who seems to 
have considered it as Chartier's work. One thing is certain, viz. that 
it is not Villon's, notwithstanding a certain resemblance to his style, 
as it is by no means likely that the same poet composed two ballads 
on the same rhymes. 

1 See Brunet, Manuel du libra Ire, Jabdik. 

2 " Ballade faicte et composee par le doulx poete, Maistre Alain Charretier," 
fo. 218, MS. 380, 8vo.— Catalogue of the Lansdowne MSS., p. Ill, col, 2. 



18 Alain Chartiers French Balade. 

Here follows the text of the French ballad from the Paris MS., 
BibL Nat. 1881, with various readings from the Jardin de plaisance,^ 
The text of MS. 2206 does not differ from that of the Jardin ; both 
omit the same verse in the third stanza. The text of the Danse aux 
aveugles is incorrect, and diverges considerably from the one adopted 
here, as well as from Caxton. 

n n'est dangie[r] que de villain, 

K'orgueid que de povre enrechiz, 

Ke [si] sur chemin que le plain, 

Ne secours que de vray ami, 4 

Ne desespoir que de jalousie, 

Ne hault vouloir que d'amoureux, 

Ne paistre qu'en grant seiguorie, 

Ne chiere que d*omme joyeux. 8 

Ne servir que de roy souverain, 

Ne lait nom que d'omme ahonty, 

Ke mangier fors quant on a fain, 

N'emprise que d'omme hardi, 

Ne povret^ que maladie, 12 

Ne hante[r] que les bons et preux, 

Ne maison que la bien garnie, 

Ne chiere que d'orome joieux. 16 

Et n'est richasse qu'estre sain, 

N'en amours tel bien que mercy, 

Ne que la mort riens plus certain, 

Ne meilleur chasty que de luy, 20 

Ne tel tresor que predommie 

N'engoise qu'en cuer couvoiteux 

Ne puissance ou il n'ait envie, 

Ne chiere que d'omme joyeux. 24 

Que voulez vous que je vous die 1 

II n'est parler que gracieux, 

Ne louer gens qu* apr^s leur vie 

Ne chiere que d*omme joyeux. 28 

1 Indicated as J, in the footnotes. 

3 [si] from J. 5 The line has its proper length in J., where de is left out. 
6 J. N'angoisse que cneitr convoiteux (see 1. 22). 7 J. Ne puissance ou il 

n'ait envie, 9 J. qu' au roy. 10 MS. alwntey, 17 J. Ne r, que d'estre, 
20 MS. chastcy. 22 This line is left out in J. (see v. 6). 23 J. Ne 

paistre qtd'en grant seignevrie. 
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[BALADE BY ALAIN CHARTIER.] 

Ther ne is dangyer / but of a vylayn, 

Ne pride / but of a poure man enryched, 

Ne so sure a way / as is the playn, 

Ne socour / but of a trewe frende, 4 

Ne despayr / but of lalousye, 

Ne hye corage / but of one Amorouse, 

Ne pestilence^ / but in grete seygnorye, 

Ne chyere / but of a man loyous. 8 

(2) 
Ne seruyse / lyke to the kyng souerayn, 

Ne fowle name / but of a man shamed, 

Ne mete / but whan a man hath hungre, 

Ne entrepryse / but of a man hardy, 12 

Ne pouerte / lyke vnto maladye, 

Ne to haunte / but the good and wyse, 

Ne howse / but yf it be wel gamysshed, 

Ne chyere / but of a man loyous. 16 

(3) 
Ne ther is no rychesshe / but in helthe, 

Ne loue / so good as mercy, 

Ne than the deth / nothyng more certayn, 

Ne none better chastysed / than of hym self, 20 

Ne tresour / lyke vnto wysedom, 

Ne anguysshe / but of ay herte coueytous, 

Ne puyssaunce^ / but ther men haue enuye, 

Ne chyere / but of a man loyous. 24 

[Envoy,] 
What wylle ye that I saye 1 
Ther is no speche / but it be curtoys, 
Ne preysyng of men / but after theyr lyf, 

Ne chyer but of a man loyous. 28 

Caxton 
Caxton may have read pette, — P. M, ^ Qf^^ pnyssaunce 



[leaf vj. back] 



There is no road 
80 rare as a 
level one. 



and no cheer bi4 
a Joyous man's. 



There Is no foal 
name, bat of a 
man who is 
shamed. 



There is no 
riches bat In 
health. 



There is no 
treasure like 
Wisdom. 



There is no cheer 
bat a Joyous 
man's. 
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GLOSSARY. 

adioustest, I/25, urgest, bringcst forward. 

adnewe, I5/5, renew? But see footnote. 

appetyteth, 3/s, Fr. Apfi'ier. To couet, long for, lust sifter . . . afToct, faucie, dosiro much. 

asseged, II/18, Fr. AuUffi . . Besieged, beleaguered. 

aualed, 6/1, debased. 

anctoryae, n. 15/s, authority, oppression. Fr. rb. Aactnrist:r^ AuUioriner, 

aygrely, I5/3, shaiply. 

bivrat, 15/27, cheating. 

benediction, 12/14, good name and fame ; good place, oflfico. 

Caduque, lO/i, Fr. Caduque : coin. Fraile, caduke, feeble, ruinous, readio to fall, vnablo to 
support it selfe. 

Cenacle, ll/io, Fr. Cenacle, Sennrle. A height, or storie in a building. 

conne, 4/26, 8/2, know how to, be able, can. 

corage, S/7, heart, spirit, mind. 

oourrour, 7/25, courier, niner, nmner. 

coiu-teynes, ft/13, ? courts, or cabinets. 

CuryaU, or courtly, 4/29. 

deftye, 14/3, Fr. Deffier. To mistrust. 

despoyntement, 6/28, loss of office, faXL 

disaccustomme, vt. 7/io, put out of custom or habit, change. 

domageus, 8/19, htirtfuL 

droytes, IO/21, 14/i, Fr. Droict . . right, law . . cquitie . . a mans due . . . priuiledge . . power 

dyspourveyed, I4/26, unconsiderd, ill-conslderd, Fr. Dtspourvea. 

empesshe, vt. 2/i, Fr. Empescher. To . . pester, trouble, disturbe, incomber. 

enclose, I6/22, enclosing, waUs. 

enfayned, IO/20, hypocritical, untrustworthy. 

enhaunce, vt. 4/30, 6/18, 6/3, 24, advance, exalt ; enhaunsyng, 5/26, 7/i. 

enioyed, 2/19, glaa, rejoiced at. 

enpayre, 7/3, Fr. Emjnrer, make worse. 

enpesshyng, 4/3, Fr. Emjxischeiiunt . . a let, stop, hinderance, distiurbance, comber. 

eschaufed, 13/ 1, heated. 

ewrous, 6/15, I5/21, Fr. Eurcux, Heureux . . Happie, blessed . . . prosperous, luckie, forttinato. 

exercite, 8/21, Fr. Exercice . . vse, practise, action, 
fayntyse, 13/i8, pretense. 

fortuned, I5/24, Fr. Fortuni . . Fortunate, happie, luckie ; also, made fortunate, blessed with 
good hap. 

fraunchyse, 2/29, 9/is, Fr. Franchise . . frecncsse, libertie, freedome. 

fynably, I6/16, ¥r. Finableinent^ Finalement. Finally . . at the last ; in summo, in conclusion, 

in the end. 
grymmeth, 6/25, I5/2, looks grim, frowns at. 

haunte, 19/14, Fr. HanUr. To . . resort vnto ; to be familiiir with ; to conuerse, or com- 
merce with, 
indewly, II/3, unduly, 
machync, vt. Vljg, scheme ; Fr. Machiner, To machinate ; frame ; contrive, deuisc ; to 

practise, plot, conspire against, 
meschaunte, a. 2/33, 14/23, 13/22, Fr. MescJiant. Who has no diance, imlucky, miserable, 
meschef, 5/25, mishap, ill foriime. 
mesprysemeut, 8/9, undervaluing, disdain, 
misprysest, 8/7, Fr. Mesprisei'. To disesteemo, contemne, disdaino, despise, neglect, make 

light of, set nought by. 
mondaynes, 9/31, Fr. Mondain . . mimdane, worldlie, secular, 
nourysshe, 11/27, Fr. A'oun-isse, NouiTice: f. A Niurse. 
ouerseen, 8/13, deceived, mistaken, 
ouerthrowe, vi. 6/12, tumble over, upset, 
poursewe, 8/i6, 5/32, Fr. Poursuyr (an old wordi, as Povrsuivre . . . eagerly to follow or 

chose : earnestly to proceed in, or goe on with, 
reffuse, 9/20, Fr. Rfuser. Hefuse. 
resteth, 6/19, there remains. 

saye, n. ll/ii, talk, gossip ; or vb. (hearing men) talk, 
surmoimte, 15/6, ¥r. Surinonter. To surmount, surpasse, get before . . to subdue, vanquish, 

ouercome, 
thone, 15/4, thence? 
tonne, n. 9/ 18, barrel, 
vnpourueydly, II/24, without forethought, unpremeditatodly, Fr. Pourveoir, Pourvoir, to 

provide, 
verbal, or ful of wordes, IO/21. 
vermjrne, n. 9/3, bugs, &c. 
wythdraught, n. 7/23, withdrawing-room. 
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The Early English Text Society was started by Dr. Furnivall in 1864 
for the purpose of bringing the mass of Old English Literature within 
the reach of the ordinary student, and of wiping away the reproach under 
which England had long rested, of having felt little interest in the 
monuments of her early life and language. 

The E. E. T. Soc. desires to print in its Original Series the whole of 
our unprinted MS. literature ; and in its Extra Series to reprint in careful 
editions all that is most valuable of printed MSS. and early printed books. 

The Society has issued to its subscribers 145 Texts, most of them of 
great interest; so much so indeed that the publications of its first two 
years have been reprinted, and those for its third year, 1866, will follow. 

The Subscription to the Early English Text Society, which constitutes 
Membership, is £1 Is. a year [and £1 Is. additional for the Extra Series], 
due in advance on the 1st of January, and should be paid either to the 
Society's Account at the Head Office of the Union Bank, Princes St., 
London, E.C., or by Money Order (made payable at the Chief Office, 
London, and crost * Union Bank '), or by Cheques or Postal Orders, to 
the Hon. Secretary, Wm. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finsbury 
Park, London, N. All Members who subscribe through other channels 
than the Hon. Sec. are askt to send their names to him, in order to insure 
an early insertion of them in the List of Members. 

Those Members in the United States of America who want their 
Texts posted to them, must add to their prepaid subscriptions Is, 4c?. 
yearly for the Original Series, and Is, for the Extra Series. 

November, 1888, The Society is now again level with its work. 
The Texts of both Series for 1887 and 1888 have been issued; and the 
Texts of both Series for 1889 are all in type. More Members and 
money are much needed. 

The issue ia the Original Sebibs for 1888 is : — 

89. A Treatise on Virtues and Vices, from the unique Stowe MS., 
ab. 1200 A.D., ed. Dr. F. Holthausen. Part I, 8& 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Enle of St. Benet (interlinear Glosses), 
ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12s. 

91. Two Fifteenth-Century Gookery-Books, with Extracts from 
others, edited from the MSS. by Thomas Austin. \0s. 

The issue in the Extra Series for 1888 is : — 

LIT. A Dialogue against the Feuer Pestilence, 1564, 1573, by Wm. 
Bullein, edited from the first edition after the Author's death, 1578, 
by Messrs. A. H. and Mark Bullen. Part I, 10^. 

LIII. Thomas Vicary's Anatomie of the Body of Man, 1548, edited 
from the unique copy of 1577, with an Appendix of Vicary Docu- 
ments, Extracts from the Guildhall Records, the Public Eecord 
Office, &c., by F. J. and Percy Furnivall. Part I, 155. 

LIV. Caxton's Curial, 1484-5, from the French of Alain Chartier, 
ed. F. J. Furnivall, MA., Ph.D., & Prof. P. Meyer. 5^. 



2 Early English Text Society, Orighial Sci*ies. 

The following Texts are at Press for the Original Series for 1889 
and after years : — 

Eadwine's Canterbury Psalter, from the MS. in Trinity College, 

Cambridge, ab. 1150 a.d., edited by F. Hai'sley, B.A. [At Press. 
Bede's Liber Scintillarum, with Anglo-Saxon Glosses, edited from 

the MSS. by E. Ehodes, B.A. [At Press. 

Cursor Mundi, Part VI. Introduction, Notes, and Glossary, ed. Rev. 

Dr. R. Morris. [Paii printed. 

. Cursor Mundi, Part VII. Essay on the MSS., their Dialects, etc., 

by Dr. H. Hupe. [At Press. 

Capgrave's Life of St. Katharine, from the unique MS., ed. Dr. C. 

Horstmann. [At Press. 

Aelfric's Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7, Part III, ed. 

Prof. Skeat, Litt. D., LL.D. [At Press. 

The Exeter Book (A.-Sax. Poems), re-edited from the unique MS. by 

I. GoUancz, B.A. Cambr. 
Sir David Lyndesay's Works, Part VI, and last, ed. W. H. S. Utley. 

[At Press. 
The Lay Folk's Catechism, by Archbp. Thoresby, ed. Canon Simmons 

and F. D. Matthew. [Text printed. 

Melusine, the prose Romance, ed. from the unique MS., ab. 1500, by 

A. K. Donald, B.A. [At Press. 

Vices and Virtues, from the unique Stowe MS., ab. 1200 a.d., ed. Dr. 

E. Holthausen, Part II. 
The Master of Oame, a Booke of Huntynge for Henry V when Prince 

of Wales, edited from the MSS by Thomas Austin. [At Press. 

Thomas Eobinson*s Life and Death of Mary Magdalene, ab. 1620 a.d. 
Queen Elizabeth's Translations, from Boethius, &c., edited from the 

unique MS. by Walford D. Selby. [At Press. 

The following Texts are preparing for the Original Series : — 

Anglo-Saxon Glosses to Latin Prayers and Hymns, edited by Dr. F. 

Holthausen. 
An Anglo-Saxon Mart3rrology, edited from the 4 MSS. by Dr. G. 

Herzfeld. 
Aelfric's Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7, Part IV, ed. 

Prof. Skeat, Litt. D., LL.D. 
All the Anglo-Saxon Homilies not accessible in English editions, in- 
cluding those of the Vercelli MS., ed. by Prof. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 
Early English Verse Lives of Saints, Standard Collection, from the 

Harl. MS., ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 
Supplementary Early English Lives of Saints, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 
. The Early and Later FestiaUs, ab. 1400 and 1440 a.d., ed. Dr. C. 

Horstmann. 
Early English Deeds and Documents, from unique MSS., ed. Dr. 

Lorenz Morsbach. 
Merlin, Part IV, containing Preface, Glossary, <fec., H. B. Whoatley. 



Early English Text Society, Extra Series. 3 

Beowulf, a critical Text, with Introduction and Glossary, ed. Prof. 

Zupitza, Ph.D. 
Pilgrimage of the Lyf of Manhode, in the Northern Dialect, 15th 

cent, and its 17th century ahridgment, ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 
Early English Homilies, 13th century, ed. Eev. Dr. E. Morris. 
The Eule of St. Benet ; 5 Texts, Anglo-Saxon, Early English, Caxton, 

&c., ed. Dr. R. Monis. 
A Chronicle of England to 1327 A.D., in Northern verse (42,000 

lines), ah. 1350 a.d., edited from the unique Gottingen MS. hy M. 

L. Perrin, B.A. 

The following Texts are at Press for the Extra Sbribs for 1889 and 
later years : — 

Barbour's Bruce, ed. Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat. Part IV. [Ready. 
Caxton's englishing of the Eneydos, a.d. 1590, edited by M. T. 

Culley, M.A. [At Press. 

Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. EUis, Esq., F.R.S. Part IV, 

the present English Dialects. [At Press. 

Bp. Fisher's English Works, Part II, with his Life and Letters, ed. 

Rev. Ronald Bayne, B.A. [At Press. 

Thos. Vicary's Anatomie of the Bodie of Man, 1548, edited from the 

ed. of 1577 by Dr. F. J. Furnivall and Percy Furnivall of Barts. 

Part II. [At Press. 

Hoccleve's Minor Poems, from the Phillipps MS., ed. F. J. Furnivall. 

The following Texts are preparing for the Extra Series : — 

A Parallel-text of the 6 MSS. of the Ancren Biwle, ed. Prof. Dr. E. 

Kolbing. 
A Dialogue against the Eeuer Pestilence, 1564, 1573, 1578. By 

W. Bullein. Ed. A. H. and Mark Bullen. Part II. 
Lonelich's Holy Grail, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A., Ph.D. Part V. 
The Destruction of Jerusalem, Text A, edited by Dr. F. Kopka. 
Gaxton's Godfrey of Boloyne, or Last Siege of Jerusalem, 1481, 

edited by Dr. Mary Noyes Colvin. 
Hoccleve's Compleint, from the Cosin MS. at Durham, ed. F. J. 

Furnivall, M.A., Ph.D. 
Eobert of Brunne's Handlyng Synne, a.d. 1303, re-edited by Dr. 

Furnivall. 
Eobert of Brunne's Chronicle of England, from the Inner Temple 

MS., edited by Dr. Furnivall. 
Gaxton's Book of the Ordre of Chyualry, ab, 1484, with Loutfut's 

Scotch copy of it, ed. W. Bayne, B.A. 
Liber Fundacionis Ecclesie Sancti Bartholomei Londoniarum : the 

15th cent. English version. Cot. Vesp. B ix., ed. Norman Moore, M.D. 
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OBIGINAL SERIES. 

The Publications for 1866 (except Nos. 17, 19, 20, 21, 23) are out of print. 
Subscribers who desire the issue for 1866 should send their guineas at once to the 
Hon. Secretary, in order that other Texts for 1866 may be sent to press. ^ 

The Puhlications for 1864 {one guinea) are : — 

1. Early Englisli Alliterative Poems, ab. 1360 A.D., ed. Rev. Dr. H. Morris. 16«. 

2. Arthur, ab. 14t0, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 4«. 

3. Lauder on the Dewtie of Kynns, fto., 1556, ed. F. Hall, D.CL. 4a. 

4. Sir Gawayne and the Green Ejiight, ab. 1360, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. 

The Publications for 1866 {one guinea) are : — 

6. Hume's Orthographie and Congruitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. Wheatloy. 4s. 

6. Lancelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat. 8s. 

7. Genesis and Sxodus, ab. 1250, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 89. 

8. Horte Arthure, ab. 1440, ed. E. Brock. 7«. 

9. Thynne on Chaucer's Works, ab. 1598, ed. Dr. Kingsley and F. J. Furnivall, M.A. lOs. 

10. Merlin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2a. ed. 

11. Sir D. Lyndesa/s Works : The Monarche, ed. J. Small, M.A. Part L Ss. 

12. The Wright* s Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. Is. 

The Publications for 1866 {tn-o guineas — only Nos. 17, 19, 20, 21 and 23 in 
print : the rest will be reprinted slowly) are : — 

13. Seinte Marherete, 1200-1330, ed. Rev. O. Cockayne. 

14. Kyn^ Horn, Floris and Blanoheflour, &c., ed. Rev. Prof. J. R. Lumby. 

15. Political, Relgions, and Love Poems, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 

16. The Book of Qtuinte Essence, ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 

17. Parallel Extracts from Twenty-nine HSS. of Piers the Plowman, ed. Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat la. 

18. Hali Heidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. O. Cockayne. 

19. Lyndesay's Monarche, &o^ Part II., ed. J. Small, M.A. 3^. M. 

20. Hampole's English Frose Treatises, ed. Rev. G. 6. Peiry. Is. 

21. Merlin, Part II., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4». 

22. Partenay or Lusignen, ed. Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat. 

23. San Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. %d. 

The Publications for 1867 {pn>e guinea^ — Nos. 24 and 26 out of print) are: — 

24. Hymns to the Virgin and Christ; the Parliament of Devils, &c., ab. 1430, ed. F. J. Funiivall, 
M.A. o8. 

25. The Stacions of Rome, the Pilgrims' Sea-yo3rage,with Clene Maydenhod, ed. F. J. FumivaJl, M.A. 1 «. 

26. Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from R. Thornton's MS. (ab. 1440), ed. Rev. G. G. Perry, ts, 

27. Levins's Manipulus Vooabulorum, 1570, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 12«. 

28. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, 1362 A.D. The earliest or Vernon Text; Text A. 
Parti. Edited by Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat. 6». 

29. Early English Homilies (ab. 1220-30 A.D.)^from unique MSS. in the Lambeth nud other 
Libraries. Part I. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 7«. 

SO. Pierce the Plowman's Crede, ed. Rev. Prof. W. "W. Skeat. 2s. 

The Publications for 1868 {one guinea) are : — 

81. Myrc's Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 A.D., ed. E. Peacock. 4«. 

32. Early English Meals and Manners, ed. from Harleian and other MSS. by F. J. Furnivall. 

M.A. \2s. 

33. The Knight De La Tour Landry (from French of A.D. 1372), ab. 1440 a.d. A Father'n Book ftr 
his Daughters, ed. from Harl. MS. 1764 and Caxton's version, by Thomas Wright, M.A. 8.<r. 

34. Early English Homilies (before 1300 A.D.) from unique MSS. in the Lambeth and other 
Libraries. Part II. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 8«. 

85. Lyndesay's Works, Part III. : The Historie and Testament of Squyer Meldrum, ed. F. 

Hall, D.CL. 2*. 

The Publications for 1869 {one guinea) are: — 

86. Merlin, Part III. Edited by H. B. Wheatley, Esq.; with an Essay on Arthurian Localities 
by J. S. Stuart Glennie, Esq. 12«. 

37. Ljrndesay's Works, containing Ane Satyre of the Three Estaits. Part IV. Edited bv 
F. Hall, D.CL. 4«. • 

88. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, Text B. Part II. Edited from the MSS. by the Rev 
Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 10s. 6d. ^ 

89. The Alliterative Romance of the Destruction of Troy, translated from Guido de Colonna. 
Part I. Edited by D. Donaldson, Esq., and the Rev. G. A. Panton. 10«. 6rf. 



The Early English Text Society^ $ Bvolcs. Original Series, 5 

Tlie Publications for 1870 (one guinea) are : — 

40. English Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, 1389 A.D. Edited by the late Toulmin Smith, Esq., 

and Miss Lucy Toulmin Smith, with a Preliminary Essay, in 5 parts, on 'The Histoid and 
Development of Gilds, and the Origin of Trades-Unions,* by Dr Lujo Brentano. 21». 

41. William Lauder's Minor Poems. Edited by F. J. Furnivall, M.A. S«. 

42. Bemardus De Ciura Bei Famuliaris, with some Early Scottish Prophecies, &c. From a MS. 
KK. 1. 5, in the Cambridge University Library. Edited by Rev. Prof. J. R. Lumby, M.A. in. 

43. Ratis Raving, and other Moral and Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse. Edited from the 
Camb. Univ. MS. KK. 1. 6, by Rev. Prof. J. R. Lumby, M.A. 3«. 

The Publications for 1871 (o7ie guinea) are : — 

4i. The Alliterative Romance of Joseph of Arimaihie, or The Holy QnSl : a fragment from the 
Vernon MS. ; with Wynkyn de Worde's and Pynson's (a.d. 1526 and 1520) Lives of Joseph ; 
edited by the Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 5*. 

45. King Alfred's West-Saxon Version of Ghregory's Pastoral Care, edited from 2 MSS., with an 
English translation. Part L, by Henry Sweet, M.A., Balliol Collefje, Oxford. 10«. 

46. Legends of the Holy Rood, Symbols of the Passion and Cross. Poems in Old English of the J 1th, 
14tli, and 15th centuries. Edited fi-om MSS. by the Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. 

47. Lyndesay's Works, containing his Minor Poems, Part V., edited by Dr. James A. H. Murray, 
with a critical Essay by Professor Nichol of Glasgow. 8*. 

48. The Times' Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C, 1616; edited by J. M. Gowper, Esq. 68, 

TJie Publications for 1872 (^one guinea) are : — 

49. An Old English Miscellany, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Sermons, Proverbs of Alfred, Re- 

ligious Poems of the 13th century, edited firom the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10*. 

60. Emg Alfired's West-Saxon Version of Gregory's Past<»ral Care, edited from 2 MSS., with an 

English translation. Part IL, by Henry Sweet, M.A., Balliol College, Oxford. 10*. 

61. The Life of St Juliana, 2 versions (1230 A..D.), with translations; edited from the MSS. by the 
Rev. T. O. Cockayne and Mr. E. Brock. 2«. 

62. Palladius on Husbondrie, from the unique MS., ab. 1^0 A.D., Part I., ed. Rev. B. Lodge. 10«. 

TJie Publications for 1873 (jme guinea) are : — 

63. Old English Homilies, Series XL, from the unique 13th-century MS. in Trinity Coll. Cam- 
bridge, with a photolithograph ; three Hymns to the Virgin and God, ftrom a uniqtie 13t li- 
century MS. at Oxford, a photolithograph of the music to two of them, and transcriptions of 
it in modern notation by Dr. Rimbault, and A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.RS.; the whole edited 1 y 
the Rev. Dr. Richard Morris. Ss. 

64. The Vision of Piers Plowman, Text C (completing the 3 versions of this great poem), with an 
Autotype; and two unique alliterative poems : Richard the Redeles (by William, the author 
of the Vision) ; and The Crowned King ; edited by the Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. I8s. 

65. Oenerydes, a Romance, edited from the unique MS., ab. 1440 a.d., in Trin. Coll. Cambridge, 
Part 1, by W. Aldis Wright, M.A., Trin. Coll. Cambr. 3s. 

TJie Publications for 1874 {one guinea) are: — 

66. The Oest Hystoriale of the Bestmction of Troy, in alliterative verse ; Part XL, ed. by D. Donald- 
son, Esq., and the late Rev. G. A. Panton. 10«. 6d. 

67. The Eazly English Version of the "Cursor Mundi"; in four Texts, Part X., edited by the Rev. 
Dr. R. Morris. With 2 photolithographic facsimiles. 10». 6d. 

68. The Blickling Homilies, 971 A.D., Part 1., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 8«. 

The Publications for 1876 (one guinea) are : — 

69. The " Cursor Mundi," in four Texts, Part II., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. IRs, 

60. Meditaoyuns on the Soper of Our. Lorde (perhaps by Robert of Brunne), edited from the MSS. 
by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 28. 6d. 

61. Tne Romance and Prophecies of Thomas of Erceldoune, printed from five MSS. ; edited by Dr. 
James A. H. Murray. lOs. 6d. 

TJie Publications for 1876 (one guinea) are: — 

62. The " Cursor Mundi," in four Texts, Part I IX., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 16«. 

63. The Blickling Homilies, 971 A.D., Part II., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 4ff. 

64. Francis Thynne's Embleames and Epigrams, A.D. 1600, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 4^. 

65. Be Domes £sege (Bede's De Die Judicii), &c., ed. Rev. Prof. J. R. Lumby. 28. 

The Publications for 1877 (oie guinea) are: — 

66. The •• Cursor Mundi," in four Texts, Part IV., with 2 autotypes, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10*. 

67. Notes on Piers Plowman, Part L, by the Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 21*. 

TJie Publications for 1878 (one guinea) are : — 

68. The "Cursor Mundi," in 4 Texts, Part V., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 25*. 

69. Adam Davie's 5 Dreams about Edward 11., &c., ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 5#. 

70. Oenerydes, a Romance, Part II., ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. 4*. 



6 TIic Early English Text Society's Bools. Original Scries. 

Tlie Publications for 1879 (one guinea) are : — 

71. The Lay Folk's Mast-Book, 4 Texts, ed. Ri>v. Canon Simmons. 25«. 

7± Palladius on Husbondrie, englhilit ;ab. 1120 a.d.). I'art II. Ed. 8. J. Herrtage, B.A. 6«. 

T/te Puhli cat ions for 1880 (one guinea) are : — 

73. The Bliokling Homilies, 971 A.D. , Part III., <h1. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 8*. 

71. Wyoliflfe's Eoglish Works vtliose hitherto unpriutud), ed. F. D. Mattliu^r. 20«. 



T/ie Publications for 1881 (one guinea) are:- 

Ettholii 
70. Aelfric* 



75. Catholicon Aii|^licum, an EnKli.sh-Latin Word-book, a.d. 1483, cd. S. J. Ilcrrta^e. B.A. 20s, 
c's Metrical Homilies, i'art I., with a modem eiiglishiug, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat. 10s, 



TJie Publications for 1882 (one guinea) are: 

77. Beowulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 2&r. 

78. The Fifty EarUest English Wills in the Court of Probate, 1387-1439, ed. F. J. Furuivall,M.A. Is, 

The Publications for 188.3 (one guinea) are: — 

79. King Alfred's Orosius, from Lonl ToUeinac'ie's 9th cent. MS., Part I, ed. II. Sweet, M. A. 13*. 
Extra Voluine (laigt^). Facsimile of the Epinal Glossary, 8th century, ed. U. Sweet, M. A. 16«. 



Tlie Publications for 1884 (one guinea) are: — 

80. The Anglo-Saxon Life of St. Katherine and its Latin Original, cd. Dr. Einenkol, M 

81. Piers Pn>wman : Notes, Glossary, &c< Part lY, ed. Rev. Prof. Skoat, M.A. 18<. 



TJie Publications for 1885 (one guinea) are : — 

82. Aelfric's Metrical Homilies, Part II, with a modern Englishing, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat. 12*. 

83. The Oldest English Texts, ed. Hy. Sweet, M.A. 20*. 

The Publications for 1886 (one guinea) are: — 

81. Additional Analogs to * The Wright's Chaste Wife.' No. 12, by W. A. Clouston. 1«. 

Ho. The Three Kings of Colore. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 17«. 

86. Prose Lives of women Saints, ab. 1610 A.D., ed. from the unique MS. by Dr. C. Horstmann. 12*. 



The Publications for 1887 (one guinea) are :- 

arly English Verse Lives of Saints (earliest version), Lai 
Si. Hy. Bradshaw's Life of Bt Werburghe (Pynson, 1521), ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 10«. 



87. Early English Verse Lives ofSaints (earliest version), Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20*. 
r.Bi 



The Publications for 1888 (one guinea) are : — 

89. Vices and Virtues, from the Unique Stowe MS., ab. 1200 a.d., cd. Dr. E. Holthausen. Part I. 8*. 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Rule of St Benet, interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12*. 

91. Two Fifteenth-Century Cookery-Books, ab. 1430-1450, edited from the MSS. by Mr. T. Austin. 10*. 

Jflor Texts in the Press^ a)hd in preparaVwny see pages 2, 3, above. 



The Early English Text Society's Books. Extra Series, 



SERIES {One gvinea a year), 

jTIie PuMicatiom for 1867 {one guinea) are : — 

I. William of Paleme; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited from the unique MS. in King's 

College, Cambridge, by the Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 13«. 
n. Early Engliih Pronimoiatioii, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, Part I., by 

A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. 108. 

The Publications for 1868 (one guinea) are : — 

m. Caxton's Book of Curtesye, in 3 Versions : 1, from the unique print in the Camb. TJniv. 
Libr. ; 2, the Oriel MS. 79 ; 3, the Balliol MS. 354. Ed. by F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 5*. 

IV. Havelok the Dane. Re-edited from the unic[ue MS. by the Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A., 
with the sanction and aid of the original editor, Sir Frederic Madden. Ids. 

V. Chaucer's Boethius. Edited A*om the two best MSS. by the Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 12s. 

VI. Chevelere Aasigne. Re-edited from the unique MS. by H. H. Gibbs, M.A. 38, 

The Publications for 1869 {one guinea) are :• — 

Vn. Early English Pronunciatlonf with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, Part II., 

by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. 10«. 
Vm. dueene Elizabeihes Achademy, a Book of Precedence, &c. Edited by F. J. Furnivall, M.A., 

with Essays ou early Italian and German Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti, Esq., and 

Dr. E. Oswald, Esg. ISs. 
IZ. Awdeley's Fratemitye of VaoabondeSi Hannan's Caveat, &c. Edited by E. Viles, Esq., and 

F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 7». 6rf. 

Tlie Publications for 1870 {one guinea) are : — 

Z. Andrew Boorde's Introduction of Knowledge, 1547, and Dyetaiy of Helih, 1542 ; with Barnes in 
the Defence of the Berde, 1542-3. Edited, with a Life of BOORDE, and an account of his Works, 
by F. J. Furnivall, M.A. ISs. 

ZI. Barbour's Bruce, Part I. Edited from the MSS. and early printed editions, by the Rev. 
Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12s. 

The Publications for 1871 {one guinea) are : — 

XTT. England in Henry Vm.'s Time: a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole and Lupset, mainly on 
the Condition of England, written by Thomas Starkey, Chaplain to Henry VIII. Part II 
Edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. Vis. (Part I., Starkey's Life and Letters, is No. XXXII.) 

XTTT. A Supplycaoyon of the Beggers, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 a.d., edited by F. J. Furnivall, M.A. ; 
with A Supplication to our Moste Souerai^e Lorde ; A Supplication of the Poore Commons ; and 
The Decaye of England by the Great Multitude of Sheep, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. Gs. 

ZrV. Early English Pronimciation, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, Part III., 
by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Ids. 

The Publications for 1872 {one guinea) are : — 

ZV. Robert Crowley's Thirty-one Epigrams, Voyce of The Last Trumpet, Way to Wealth, &c., 1550-1 

A.D., edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. I2s. 
ZVI. Chaucer's Treatise on the Astrolabe, 1391 A.D. Ed. from MSS. by Rev. Prof. W. Skeat, 

M.A. 10s. 
ZVn. The Complaynt of Scoilande, 1549 a.d., with an Appendix of four Contemporary English 

Tracts (1542-48 A.D.). Part I., edited by Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 10s. 

The Publications for 1873 {one guinea) are : — 

ZVnL The Complaynt of Scotlande, 1549 AD., with an Appendix of four contemporary English 
Tracts (1542 .48K^ Part II., edited by Dr. J. A. H. Murray. Ss. 

JL. Dure Ladyes Myroure, a.d. 1530, edited by the Rev. J. H. Blunt, M.A., with four full-page 
photolithographic facsimiles by Cooke and Fotheringham. 248. 

The Publications for 1874 {one guinea) are : — 



Lonelich's History of the Holy Grail (ab. 1450 A.D.), from the French of Sires Robiers de 
Borron, Part I., ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 8*. 

ZZI. Barbour's Bruce, Part II., ed. Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 4». 

ZZII. Henzy Brinklow's Complaynt of Roderyck Mors (ab. 1542) ; and The Lamentacion of a Chris- 
tian agamst the Citie of London, made by Roderigo Mors, a.d. 1546. Ed. J. M. Cowr)er. 9s. 

ZZm. Early English Pronunciation, Part IV., by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. lO*. 

The Publications for 1875 {one guinea) are : — 

ZZIV. LoneUch's History of the Holy Grail, Part II., ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 10«. 
ZZV. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, Part I., ed. Prof. Zupitza. 20*. 



8 The Early English Text Society's Boohs, Extra Series. 

The Publications fo J* 1876 {one guinea) are : — 

XXYI. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, Part II., ed. Prof. Ziipitza. lis. 
XJiVLL. The Eaglish Works of John Fiflher, Bishop of Rochester (died 1535), Part I, the Text, 
edited by Ilev. Prof. J. E. B. Mayor, M.A. 16s. 

Tlie Puhlications for 1877 (jone guinea) are : — 

XXVin. LoneUoh's Holy Orail, Part III., ed. P. J. Furnivall, M.A. 10«. 

XXIX. Barbour's Bruce. Part III., ed. B«v. Prof. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 21«. (large paper. 4&s.). 

TJie Publications for 1878 {one guinea) are : — 

XXX. LoneUch's Holy OraQ, Part IV., ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 15«. 

X&XI. The Alliterative Romance of Alexander and Sindimus, ed. Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat. %s. 
XXXII. Starkev's "England in Henry VHTs tune" : Starkey's Life and Letters ; Part I., ed. S. J. 
Uerrtage, B.A. %s. 

TJie Publications for 1879 {one guinea) are : — 

XXXTTI. Oesta Romanonun (englisht ab. 1410) : the Early English Versions, edited from the MSS. 
and black-letter editions, by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 15«. 

XXXIV. Gharlemagne Romances: No. I. Sir Femmbras; edited from the unique Ashmole MS., 
by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. lbs. 

The Publications for 1880 {one guinea) are : — 

XXXV. Charlemagne Romances: No. II. The Sege off Helayne, ed. by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. lis. 

XXXVI. Charlemagne Romances: No. III. The Lyf of Charles the Grete, englisht by Caxton, 
A.D. 1435, Part I., ed. by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. IQs. 

The Publications for 1881 {one guinea) are : — 

XXXVn. Charlemagne Romances: No. IV. The Lyf of Charles the Ghrete, englisht by Caxton, 

A. p. 1485, Part II., ed. by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. I5s. 
XXXVm. Charlemagne Romances : No. V. The Romance of the Sowdone of Babylone, ed. Dr. E. 

Hausknecht. 15«. 

The Publications for 1882 {one guinea) are : — 

XXXIX, Charlratiagne Romances :— 6. Rauf Coilyear, Roland, Otuel, &c., ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 15«. 
X Ci. Charlemagne Komances : — ^7. Huon of Burdeuz, by Lord Berners, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Part 1. 15s. 

Tlie Publications for 1883 {one guinea) are : 

XLI. Charlemagne Romances :— 8. Huon of Burdeuz, by Lord Berners, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Pt 11. 16«. 
XlilL Guy of Warwick, the Auchinleck and Gains MSS., Part I, ed. Prof. Zupitza. 15s, 

Tlie Publications for 1884 {one guinea) are: — 

XLm. Charlenu^^ne Romances :— 9.Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Berners, ed. S. L. Lee, B. A. Pt III. 159« 
XLIV. Charlemagne Romances :— 10. The Four Sons of Aymon, by Caxtou, ed. Miss O. Richardson. 
Parti. 15». 

TJie Publications for 1885 {one guinea) are: — 

Charlemagne Romances :— 11. The Four Sons of Aymon, byOaxton, ed. Miss O. Richardson. Part II. 
C'larlemagne Romances: — 12. Huon of Burdeux. by Lord Berners, cd. S. L. Lee, B.A. Part III. 
Bp. Fisher's English Works, ed. Rev. Ronald Bayne, B.A. Part II. \,At Press. 
Hocdeve's Minor Poems, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A., Ph. D. {At Preasi 

., Coinpleint, „ „ „ „ 

An Alexander Romance, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat and J. H. Hessels, M.A. 

The Publications for 1886 {one guinea) are : — 

XLVn. The Wan of Alexander, ed. Rev. Prov. Skeat, Litt.D., LL.D. 20«. 
XLVm. Sir Bevis of Hamton, ed. Prof. E. Kolbing. Part II. lOs. 

The Publications for 1887 {one guinea) are : — 

XLIX. CShiy of Warwick, 2 Texts (Auchinleck and Caius MSS.), Part II, ed. Prof. J. Zupitza, 

Ph.D. 15«. 
L. Charlemagne Romances :— 12. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Berners, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Part IV. 6s, 
LI. Torrent of Portyngale, from the unique MS. in the Chetham Library, ed. £. Adam, Ph.D. lOs. 

For Texts in the Press, and preparing , see p, 3, above. 



LONDON : TRUBNER & CO., 67 & 50, LUDGATE HILL. 
BERLIN: ASHER & CO., 53 MOHRENSTRASSE. 



Treasurer's Cash Account for 1886. 



9 



00 
00 



CO 



-5i 






♦ / 

l-t 

o 

H 

W 

O 

;?; 
< 











CO 


eo 




1-4 


00 


iH 




eo 


f-4 
1-1 




CO 




CO 




« 

«0 


f-l 

eo 
eo 








00 


o 


o«ooo 


A «oo 


too 


OO oot- 


?0C 


^T 


o 




«Dt>t- 


t>>«o 


oc oo« 


■*oo 




1— • 

eo 


aoio CD o<i 
riao o 


^ 3D S 


O-M 


u3oo<m:c 

r-t r-t 


o 





» 



03 



•8 

o 

< 

!Z5 
H 












"S « 
|o 

^ e 

60-- 

en -tf > 

• • 

o o 

{25 12; 



^S : 
oic ■ 

og : 

11" 

® 2 

• * dB 
QOOO ^ 

d d,§ 



o s= S 

•<3 J- oj 
«>- StS 

n ea >i 

Sag 

CO So 

• • • 



s 



OQOQ 



Q 

I— 



:ao 



§ 

« o 



^« 



-^ a 

•J ^•' 

rt o 

H 

O 



J; S» 
P.gao 

5Q^ 1-1 

e3 09 u 

S ec 2 . 

5 ^o 



m 
• 


^ 




QO 




i-t 


d 


1 




§ 


fe 


^ 


a 
p 


S 



..s 
is: 



43 
CO 

r-1 
90 






CtJ 



o 

US 






eo 
to 



CO 

to 



CO 
00 



eo 

CO 



eo 



X 



J CO CO 



xco 






oot-o 


eoo 


ocoo 


COO 


•* o 


r-t 


00 00 

l-i 


t^os eo 

1—1 ft 


pH ri 


?0^ 

r-t 


»^S0 

eo ph 

r-l(M 


eo 


r-tr-l 


00 CI 

Oi ri 


Weo 



H 

»— I 






CO 

o 






p 

s 

M 



•S^ CO 1^ 
*00 QO 
hi b Vi 

o o o 

^fi*r^ 




V) 



u 

09 

03 



so 
a> 

• r^ 

K 



3 coC 

^ -Is 

.2 OW 
•I S 
S d o 

8 -Sp 



M 

OQ 

H 
» . 

>^p 
p^ . 
^< 



o 
u 



t3 

u 

s 



t3 

If 

a 

e3 
M 



l«!^ 



Treasurer's Cash Account for 1887. 
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LIST OF MEMBEES. 



COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT, 

DISECTOB: FREDERICK J. FURNIVALL, M.A., Ph.D. 

TEEASUEEE;: henry B. WHEATLEY, ESQ. 

HOH. SEC. : W. A. DALZIEL, ESQ., 67 ViCTOBiA ROAP, 
FiNSBURY Pabk, London, N. 

EOK. SEC. for America : PROF. F. J. CHILD, Habvaed College, 

Cambbidge, Mass., U. S. A. 



ALEXANDER J. ELLIS, B.A., 

F.R.S. 
HENRY HUCKS GIBBS, M.A. 
SIDNEY J. HERRTAGE, B.A. 
PROF. E. KOLBING, Ph.D. 
S. L. LEE, B.A. 
REV. PROF. LUMBY, D.D. 
F. D. MATTHEW, ESQ. 
REV. DR. RICHARD MORRIS. 



REV. PROF. J. E. B. MAYOR, 

M.A. 
DR. J. A. H. MURRAY. 
PROF. NAPIER, M.A., Ph.D. 
EDWARD B. PEACOCK, ESQ. 
REV. PROF. SKEAT, M.A., LL.D. 
DR. HENRY SWEET, M.A. 
W. ALDIS WRIGHT, M.A., LL.D. 
PROF. ZUPITZA, Ph.D. 



( With power to add Workers to their number.) 



BANKERS: 

THE UNION BANK OF LONDON, Pbinces Stbeet, B.C. 

PUBLISHERS : TRUBNER & CO., 67 & 59, LuDQATB Hill, E.C. 



A star is prefixt to the names qf those who subscribe to the Extra Series and to the 

Original Series. 
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